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Your lasting gift:  
shelter from the storm

The Mission to Seafarers offers emergency assistance, 
practical support, and a friendly welcome to crews visiting 
260 ports around the world. Legacy gifts are a vital part of 
our funding, and your generous contribution will make a real 
difference to those facing peril at sea or distress in our ports.

A Festival of 

Nine Lessons and Carols
9 December 2015
 
1800 – 2100 at  St Michael Paternoster Royal *

An evening with Lloyd’s Choir and readings  
from VIPs including:
 ∙ David Dingle CBE, Carnival UK 
 ∙ Capt. John P. Menezes, Menezes and Associates

To find out more about our work, or about leaving a gift to The 
Mission to Seafarers in your will, contact Dominic Hasan by phone 
on 020 7246 2937, by email at Dom.Hasan@missiontoseafarers.org 
or by post, quoting ref: FAN15.

The service will be followed by a  
drinks reception at Skinners’ Hall.

Reservations
Tickets: £30.00
Contact Ravina Patel on 020 7246 2915 or at  
Ravina.Patel@missiontoseafarers.org for details.

* St Michael Paternoster Royal, College Hill, London. Near Cannon Street Station.
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From the 

Dear Friends,

A warm welcome to this edition of FAN. 

We are so grateful to all our readers for so much interest and 
so much generosity. At a time when the number of charities 
continues to grow, and with fierce competition for limited 
resource, no support can be taken for granted. 

You may be aware of recent concerns about the way in which 
some charities have gone about targeting potential donors. 
Here at the Mission to Seafarers we are keen to tell our story, 
and that of the seafarers we serve, to as many as will listen. 
However, it is our commitment to do so in a way which is 
always properly respectful and without inappropriate pressure. 
We are always glad to hear of any ways in which we could do 
better, of anything by which you have felt let down – as well 
as any good news you may wish to pass on! For everything, 
including to so many of you for your help with the recent Sea 
Sunday events, please accept our profound thanks.

The level of Mission activity remains intense, especially as we 
continue with this period of significant change. One key area 
of development has been our regional structure. The Mission 
to Seafarers is a global organisation, currently organised into 
eight regions but with the future potential of a ninth, Central 
and South America, as our work there develops. Each of these 
regions has a different character and ‘personality’ and such 
diversity is enormously enriching. The last year has seen many 
changes. Three of the eight regions are newly formed. Another 
has been extended to create a new “Africa” region. All eight 
now have a designated Regional Director and many have their 
own Regional Councils. 

The last few weeks have seen exciting meetings in both Africa 
and Canada with chaplains and others from across those 
regions coming together. Their focus has been to agree a new 
basis for operation and to plan for a sustainable and effective 
future, marked by dynamic and creative service to seafarers 
in the fast changing environment of the modern shipping 
industry. In this edition we focus on two other regions, 
Australia and Oceania (New Zealand and the South Pacific 
Islands). Please enjoy and once again…thanks!

Andrew Wright 
Secretary General

Thunder Bay
Discover the unique port  
of Thunder Bay, Canada – on  
the edge of a freshwater lake

Sea Sunday
Photographs from  
Sea Sunday 2015
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Mission news
Revd Canon Ken Peters wins special ISWAN award
T he Revd Canon Ken Peters, Director of Justice and Public 

Affairs for The Mission to Seafarers, has won a highly 
prestigious Judges’ Special Award for Outstanding Services to 
Seafarers, as part of the International Seafarers’ Welfare and 
Assistance Network (ISWAN) Awards.

The judges that nominated Ken were: Mr Masamichi Morooka, 
President of the International Shipping Federation and International 
Chamber of Shipping; Steve Cotton, General Secretary of the 
International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF); Fr Bruno Ciceri, 
Chairman of the International Christian Maritime Association (ICMA) 
and Rose George, author of the award winning book ‘Deep Sea and 
Foreign Going: Inside Shipping, the Invisible Industry that Brings You 
90% of Everything’.

The Revd Canon Ken Peters said: “I am delighted and deeply 
honoured to receive a Judges’ Special Award from the International 
Seafarers’ Welfare and Assistance Network.

“I am especially pleased that one of the awards is named after the 
late Dr Dierk Lindemann. He was a personal friend of mine and I 
worked with him for many years. I remember the work Dierk did to 
bring to fruition the MLC 2006 whilst serving as MD of the German 

Shipowners’ Association and Shipowners’ Group spokesperson at 
the ILO from 1976-2006. 

“There is more we all need to do to ensure justice for seafarers. Thank 
you to the judges and ISWAN for this great honour, which is in fact an 
honour to all The Mission to Seafarers’ supporters, volunteers, chaplains 
and staff; and so I accept this on behalf of The Mission to Seafarers.”

T he crew of the Seaman Guard Ohio have not been allowed to 
leave Chennai after the Supreme Court Judge in Delhi referred 

the case back to the Magistrates’ Court in Tuticorin, where they will 
go to full trial.

Paul Towers from the Seaman Guard Ohio crew said: “The Supreme 
Court in Delhi issued the order for a trial on 1 July. We have now 
received the judgement and are taking urgent advice to understand 
the reasons for our case being referred back to the original court 
who imprisoned us. The decision to find that there were no charges 
to answer came from the High Court in Madurai on 10 July 2014. 
However, we were unable to leave India as our passports and 

belongings were retained by the court, and to that end we could not 
return home to our distraught families.

“Obviously after long sleepless nights this week, we were devastated 
to hear that the Supreme Court has upheld the prosecution appeal, 
after spending 21 months in India ourselves. Our families are 
beyond broken, both financially and mentally; to see my wife in 
tears is heartbreaking.

“British maritime contractors have world recognised credentials 
to complete our duty for any shipping company. These credentials 
meet the IMO and Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) 
requirements and all shipping company requirements for the use 
of Private Maritime Security Companies (PMSC) operating with 
Privately Contracted Armed Security Personnel (PCASP), holding 
approved Seamens’ Cards and Discharge Books, Maritime Fire 
Arms Competency Certificates, and who undertake criminal records 
checks every six months.

“I cannot express any further the pain and agony this has caused 
to our families and friends who have supported us throughout this 
protracted nightmare. My special thanks goes to the Revd Canon 
Ken Peters, Director of Justice and Public Affairs at The Mission to 
Seafarers, the British Legion and Veterans Aid UK, in their efforts 
to feed and accommodate us. Without this assistance we would be 
sleeping in the streets.”

Seaman Guard Ohio crew referred back to Magistrates’ Court

Revd Canon Ken Peters (right) with the ISWAN award

The beach in Chennai. Flickr CC: Simply CVR
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News

Mission publishes Annual Report

Mission receives special trophy 
from Singapore Maritime Week

T he Mission to Seafarers Trustees’ Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 
December 2014 was published in June.

The report details the Mission’s activities between 1 January 2014 and 31 December 2014, 
including a Trustees’ Report, 2014 facts and figures, a strategic report and the Mission’s 
objectives, achievements and future plans. 

The Revd Andrew Wright, The Mission to Seafarers’ Secretary General, said: “Annual Reports can 
appear to be little more than a dry and dutiful response to statutory obligation. In fact they are 
not only an important form of proper accountability, both to authorities and supporters, but also 
an opportunity to tell the ongoing story of a vibrant organisation in the context of its vision. At 
a time of very significant change and opportunity within the Mission we trust that our Annual 
Report reflects something of the excitement we feel, both as we reflect on the past and as we 
face the future.”

T he Mission to Seafarers received a special trophy at the Singapore Maritime 
Week (SMW) 2015 Appreciation Tea, as a token of SMW’s appreciation for 

the Mission’s efforts this year. Captain Rob Walker, then Vice-Chairman of The 
Mission to Seafarers Singapore accepted the trophy on the Mission’s behalf.

Captain Walker said: “It was a tremendous honor to receive the award on 
behalf of the Mission and all those individuals who worked so hard in achieving a 
very successful event, clearly recognised by the Maritime and Ports Authority of 
Singapore (MPA) as a significant part of Maritime Week.”

Captain Robert Walker and Mr Andrew Tan,  
Chief Executive of Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore

International Maritime Organization elects new president

M ission to Seafarers’ port chaplain, Revd Simon Ro, 
attended the congratulatory party for new IMO 

Secretary General, Lim Ki-tack in July.

Lim Ki-tack, President of the Busan Port Authority in 
South Korea, was elected following a secret ballot of the 
40-member IMO Council. Lim beat five other candidates 
from Cyprus, Russia, Philippines, Denmark and Kenya for 
the position, which he is due to take up in January 2016.

Lim has spent nearly four decades working in the maritime 
industry. In his early career he worked as a commercial 
mariner for Sanko Shipping Co. and as a Korean naval officer. 
He joined the Maritime Port Administration in 1985 while 
pursuing his post-graduate studies.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in nautical science and 
master’s degrees in Business Administration and 
Maritime Administration. He also completed graduate 
course work in international law at the Korea Maritime 
and Ocean University.

Port chaplain Revd Simon Ro with Lim Ki-tack at 
the congratulations seminar and party
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Fundraising news

T he Mission to Seafarers partnered with Old Pulteney to offer fundraising tastings 
at the Belfast Titanic Maritime Festival in July. Taking over a corner of the bar, a 

dram of the award-winning 12-year-old ‘Maritme Malt’ was on offer in exchange for a 
donation to the Mission.

Colin Hall-Thompson, port chaplain, The Mission to Seafarers Belfast, said: “What an 
opportunity for The Mission to Seafarers, especially here in Northern Ireland. The 2015 
Tall Ships Race starts in Belfast and here at the docks we will be meeting our friends and 
supporters, both in purpose built marquees and at our permanent home, The Mission’s 
Flying Angel Seafarers’ Centre. We are very excited by this opportunity to talk about our 
vital welfare work with seafarers in need, and collect funds as one of the nominated 
maritime charities to benefit from being selected by the Tall Ships Co.Ltd.  
We are very grateful to them.”

Mission partners with Old Pulteney 
at Belfast Titanic Maritime Festival

S ix British shipping registers that form 
the ‘Red Ensign Group’ (REG) will host a 

major shipping reception on Wednesday 9 
September in aid of The Mission to Seafarers.

The fundraising event will be held at the 
London offices of shipping lawyers Ince and Co 
as part of the schedule of events happening 
in the city during the second London 
International Shipping Week. The guest list for 

the reception will include leading shipowners, lawyers, brokers, 
shipyards, finance houses, senior politicians and the shipping 
registries themselves. 

Piers Baker, Head of Maritime Administration for States of Jersey, 
(pictured) said: “There are approximately 1.5 million seafarers 
– without these seafarers there would be no sea trade and the 
importance of their welfare must not be neglected. Within the 
British Registries there are staff who are ex-seafarers and the 
Mission is very close to their hearts and minds.”

Please show your support for The Mission to Seafarers through the 
Red Ensign Group, by making a donation via their new Just Giving 
webpage below:

campaign.justgiving.com/charity/themissiontoseafarers/RedEnsign

Red Ensign Group charity appeal for The Mission to Seafarers

The ABB Nor-Shipping fun runners

The DNV GL Nor-Shipping fun runners 
with Nicky Wynne, MtS Director of 
Development who is dressed as the Flying Angel

Congratulations to all the 
Nor-Shipping fun runners!
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Fundraise for The Mission to Seafarers!
We need your help! Could you organise a coffee morning or quiz night, or would you like to literally go that extra mile and take on a run 
or challenge event in aid of The Mission to Seafarers? These events can be a great way to get people together, have fun, and raise funds 
for seafarers at the same time. We can offer tips, advice and resources to help ensure that your event is a huge success. To find out more, 
visit www.missiontoseafarers.org/support-us

Mission: Safe Ocean founder takes on kitesurf challenge

J acob Bliksted Sørensen, General 
Manager at ship owner Pacific 

Basin, and the founder of Mission: 
Safe Ocean (M:SO), began a 1,000km 
solo kitesurf challenge in aid of The 
Mission to Seafarers and Adeso (African 
Development Solutions). 
 
Jacob’s challenge began in Pemba, 
Mozambique and was expected to 
take up to four weeks to complete, 
making his way along the coastlines of 
Mozambique, Tanzania and Kenya.  
 
The kitesurf has a fundraising target of 
US$200,000 – half of which will go to 
The Mission to Seafarers. 

Jacob said: “I know how tough this 
expedition will be, but I believe that we 
can make a positive difference to the 
lives of those who bear the brunt of 
the risks and costs of piracy. I hope that 
the international shipping community 
and everyone who cares about our 
oceans and our seafarers will get behind 
our mission and help us to raise funds 
for the vital work of The Mission to 
Seafarers and Adeso.

“This may be a solo challenge, but it 
wouldn’t have been possible without 
the Mission: Safe Ocean family of team 
members, supporters and friends. I 
deeply appreciate the support that you 
have all shown to this cause and our 
shared commitment to make a positive 
difference.”

For more information visit:  
www.missionsafeocean.com

If you would like to make a donation 
please visit: 

www.justgiving.com/teams/
missionsafeocean

Fundraising
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W e currently have 27 active centres around the country, and 
several ports with people who are prepared to visit vessels, 

or help out in an emergency. It is anticipated that in the next twelve 
months we will start another two centres. The size and breadth of 
Australia provides logistical difficulties as we seek to stay knitted 
together as a family. Comparing the size of Australia to countries in 
Europe, one can see there are enormous distances involved. Often 
Seafarers sail into a port such as Sydney and ask if they could visit a 
place like Ayres Rock (Uluru), which is in the centre of the country, 
before returning to their vessel a few hours later. When we explain 
that it is about 3,000km away, or a four hour flight, the seafarer 
begins to appreciate how big the country really is.

According to the Australian Government, almost one million seafarers 
came into ports around Australia in 2014. We serve over 85% of 
them and continue to look for ways to open additional centres, fund 
chaplaincy, train ship visitors and volunteers, and look at effective 
ways to increase our ministry. 

In September we will be holding our biennial conference and the 
theme we have chosen is ‘Over the Horizon’. This is in recognition 
that the Mission needs to look at ways to stay relevant and 
sustainable, especially as the shipping industry and the various means 
of technology change. We are asking questions about the future now 
in order to be prepared to meet the needs of seafarers. For instance, 
how important are centres, especially as free internet becomes more 
prevalent in cities and ports?

As vessels have quicker turnaround times, and port security becomes 
tighter, is there a future for the traditional ways we have provided and 
funded centres? What is the role or value to a seafarer of a manned 
centre compared to a 24/7 unmanned service facility? How good is 
our ship visitor training, are we professional enough? Can we tap into 
broader community and church networks to find creative partnerships?

There is a lot of excitement about the conference because the 
theme is forcing us to stop and evaluate. It’s easy to be so busy 
that we don’t take the time to reflect and think about alternatives. 
Like readers of this magazine, and every person committed to MtS, 
we are convinced we are doing God’s work. Led by the Holy Spirit, 
we are bringing Christ into the lives of those we are ministering to. 
But are we being wise, are we listening, are we prepared to move 
where God is calling us or are we stuck, and will the opportunities 
being put before us be squandered? 

As we prepare to look over the horizon to see what God has in store 
for us, it is wonderful to think of the possibilities. Sure, there may 
be some pain and adjustment, but if we remain faithful to what God 
is calling us, as the Mission to Seafarers, we will continue to make 
profound changes in people’s lives.

One example of ‘looking over the horizon’ is the centre at Wallaroo, 
South Australia. The Mission there is only new, but struggling to 
maintain volunteers because of the infrequent number of vessels. 
Volunteers become disheartened, especially on cold winter nights, 
with only one vessel in the harbour and only a dozen seafarers 
visiting for a short time. Wallaroo is a tiny community and getting 
volunteers is difficult, so the local parish priest is expanding 
the ministry. His plan is to combine a team of people who love 
recreational fishing, and who work with disadvantaged teenagers, 
and get them out fishing and combining this initiative with the work 
of the Mission. They will share the same building and encourage 
the wider community to use their facilities. In this creative way the 
entire township will gain exposure to the Mission and volunteers will 
have the chance to feel needed throughout the year in different and 
stimulating ways.

Looking at the diversity of Australian centres, we have some that are 
million dollar enterprises, and others that are run with a zero dollar 
budget, operating because of the generosity of local volunteers who 
spend their own resources to make a seafarers visit as special as 
possible. In some places, there is competition with several centres 
operating out of the same port. Other centres are ecumenical, 
and in many cases we are the only place of welcome for hundreds 
of kilometres. This mix of scale and diversity shapes our national 
character as we forge partnerships with industry, churches and local 
communities. We are privileged to be at the coal face of mission, 
lovingly providing practical expressions of Christ’s love to some of the 
most marginalised in our society.

The Mission to Seafarers 
Australia

Revd Garry Dodd, Regional Director for The Mission to 
Seafarers Australia, looks ‘over the horizon’ and explores  
how the Mission can stay relevant to the one million 
seafarers that came into Australian ports in 2014

We are privileged to be at the coal face 
of mission, lovingly providing practical 
expressions of Christ’s love to some of the 
most marginalised in our society

“ “
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Australia

Port news: Australia
Pilot project in Gladstone to 
provide collaborative approach to 
enhancing Seafarers’ welfare 

T here has been a Port Welfare Committee established in 
Gladstone to develop a collaborative and holistic approach to 

providing assistance and support to seafarers, residing in or visiting 
the Port of Gladstone.

The pilot project is a world-wide initiative of the International 
Seafarers’ Welfare Assistance Network (ISWAN) and funded by the 
ITF Seafarers’ Trust. It is focused on improving the welfare services 
and support made available to seafarers when they call in at different 
ports around the world.

The project is managed by the staff of the UK Merchant Navy Welfare 
Board (MNWB), who have a wealth of knowledge and experience 
in operating and setting up welfare boards. The Gladstone Port 
Welfare Committee seeks to supplement and build on the service 
provided by the Mission to Seafarers, by providing a forum in which 

Dennis Anderson, manager of MtS Gladstone with ISWAN 
Project Manager and MNWB Deputy Chief Executive, Peter 
Tomlin and MtS chaplain Russell Cunningham

representatives from organisations that deal with the welfare of 
seafarers can meet to discuss and coordinate their actions.

Russell Cunningham, the new chaplain at Gladstone, transferred 
from Newcastle NSW in April this year and is excited to be joining 
the team. He said: “We have a world class centre here at Gladstone 
and we are poised on the precipice of being able to deliver world 
class welfare services to the Seafarers that visit our port.”

Sea Sunday 2015: Children send 
messages to seafarers
 

S ea Sunday was celebrated globally by the Mission to Seafarers 
on Sunday 12 July 2015. In Australia this year’s theme was 

origami boats with the Sunday School children writing a message to 
a seafarer on their 
own decorated 
origami boat.

Many parishes 
across Australia 
participated and 
hundreds of 
decorated boats 
with a child’s 

message were a prominent part of Sea Sunday services. 

Sea Sunday is gaining prominence as a day of prayer and reflection 
on the isolated and lonely working lives of seafarers of all nations 
and faiths. The Australia Council of The Mission to Seafarers Australia 
is working to increase the awareness of, and participation in, Sea 
Sunday for 2016 across the country.

Messages to seafarers from  
St Peter’s Wynnum Brisbane parish 

Dampier: Mental health at sea

I n Dampier, over the past twelve months, the Mission has been 
called out to counsel six seafarers contemplating suicide. One 

of them was a master mariner. He was exhausted from working 
excessive hours, because many of his junior officers were not 
qualified to perform their duties in the class of vessel they were 
serving in.

Early identification that a person is at risk of suicide is essential. 
Significantly, in every instance where a crew member was 
contemplating suicide in Dampier over the past ten years, it was one 
of their shipmates who has drawn attention to the fact that their 
friend was not coping. In the case of the master, it was a very astute 
and sensitive pilot who saw the master’s situation and reported it to 
the chaplain. Following a period of counselling we used the resources 
available and initiated a ‘buddy system’ so that crew members could 
support and encourage seafarers at risk. With one tragic exception, 
the ‘buddy system’ is working. 

The Mission would like to thank Regional Director Revd Garry Dodd 
and his team for their contributions to this section. The Mission 
operates in many ports across Australia. For a full list please visit 
www.mts.org.au/locations.html
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The Mission to Seafarers 

Oceania
The Flying Angel 
returns to Lyttelton

T he earthquake city (Christchurch) has a new seafarers’ 
welfare centre, just outside the port boundary at 

Lyttelton Port of Christchurch. The centre opened to 
visiting seafarers in July 2015 and has had a steady stream 
of visitors every evening since. Until now, Lyttelton had 
not had a Mission to Seafarers presence for over 25 years, 
except for an honorary chaplain for emergencies only. 

When a previous welfare centre closed its doors about five years 
ago, the Seafarers Welfare Board for New Zealand asked the 
Mission to Seafarers if it could develop a new centre in the port. 
Soon afterwards, Christchurch and Lyttelton were badly affected by 
a series of three major earthquakes, the port itself was extensively 
damaged, and any opportunity for a welfare centre to be 
established within its boundaries became out of the question.

After much searching, a suitable site for a portable building was 
found close to the port entrance and the owner agreed to let it be 
used, as long as it wasn’t needed for redevelopment, local Council 
consent was obtained under the emergency regulations, and a 
portable building was placed on site. 

Grants were obtained from the Mission to Seamen Wellington 
Endowment Trust Board, the ITF Seafarers Trust, the Seafarers 
UK Trust, the Port of Lyttelton and Apostleship of the Sea New 
Zealand, which enabled the building to be acquired and the 
fittings and fixtures to be paid for. In turn, Apostleship of the Sea 
joined in the venture.

Over 150 people visited the centre during the open day, with many 

giving a donation for the centre’s work. We are delighted that 
several visitors also offered to become centre volunteers. 

Prior to its opening, seafarers had to walk up the hill to access  
Wi-Fi outside the local 
library, in order to 
contact home. Jess 
Armstrong, the centre’s 
co-manager said: “It’s 
been a bad situation 
for them, especially in 
winter. The first night we 
opened we went up to 
the library and it must 
have been below 0 
degrees. Yet there were 
guys sitting outside in 
the dark trying to get 
on the internet.” 

One of the seafarers 
that took advantage of 
the new centre said: 
“I’m really glad you 
came to the library and 
told me about the new 
centre. It was very cold sitting outside, but in here it’s warm and I 
can talk to my family.”  

Lyttelton locals got a chance to see inside the new Seafarers Centre 
– enjoying a tour of the centre and a free community barbecue. 
Residents also had the chance to win prizes if they could name 
three things the Lyttelton Seafarers Centre offered crews visiting 
the port. 

Co-manager, and Jess’s husband, Rob Armstrong said: “We provide 
a friendly Kiwi welcome. There are computers and we have free 
internet for contacting home. We also have a small shop selling 
snacks, phones cards, top-ups and SIM cards. The centre has a 
leisure seating area, a kitchen and a meeting room, which doubles 
as an overflow area for seafarers using the Wi-Fi. We also exchange 
foreign currency, as there’s no bank in the town where seafarers 
can do that.”

Co-managers of the Lyttelton Seafarers 
Centre, Rob and Jess Armstrong

Seafarers enjoying the Lyttelton centre

The Lyttelton Seafarers 
Centre community open day

Over 150 people visited the centre 
during the open day, with many giving 
a donation for the centre’s work

“ “
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New Zealand

Port news: Oceania

Cyclone hits 
Port Vila, 
Vanuatu

E arlier this year, Port Vila 
encountered a cyclone 

that caused destruction on a 
massive scale. Mercifully our new centre, which only opened last year, 
came out virtually unscathed. Mission chaplain Father Michael Tavoa 
was able to continue welcoming seafarers, who had nowhere else to  
go because the city was so badly damaged.

Mayday call heralds Sea Sunday

T he international voice distress signal, heralded by the 
Regional Director from the back of the church, was the 

wake-up-call to the congregation at St. Hilda’s Church in Upper 
Hutt, New Zealand. They celebrated Sea Sunday with the story 
of the Apostle Paul being ship-wrecked at Malta, whilst on his 
way to Rome to stand trial.

The congregation celebrated all three services on Sea Sunday 
by wearing woolly hats (beanies in New Zealand).

Beanies are knitted throughout New Zealand and are given to 
visiting seafarers wherever we operate. St. Hilda’s congregation 
are some of the most avid producers and on Sea Sunday alone 
they donated 130 hand-knitted hats in addition to the normal 
weekly supply.

Mission opens doors in Gisborne

L ate last year, 
representatives from 

Wellington visited Gisborne in 
order to train potential ship 
visitors to visit ships calling at 
the port. Mission to Seafarers 
had never been present in the 

port before, but the initiative has been so successful that almost 
every ship visiting Gisborne receives a visit from one of our team.

The almost universal question from the seafarers has been “where is 
the centre?” Never to miss an opportunity, the port company and our 
team are nearing completion of a small drop-in centre within the port, 
which should open before this issue of FAN goes to press.

Thanks go to Eastland Port Company for their massive support, 
for providing the space in one of their buildings, and for providing 
Chromebooks (laptops) for use at the centre.

Seaview Oil Terminal to have new 
welfare centre

F or the last 25 years or more Michael Oelsner, a local volunteer, 
made his home the welfare centre for Seaview Oil Terminal at 

Wellington. With his retirement at the end of 2014, the need arose 
to find a suitable venue for a new centre. With assistance from 
Centreport, Port of Wellington, work is progressing on developing 
plans to build a small drop-in centre above the security gatehouse 
at the terminal. Space is severely limited at the terminal, hence the 
need to ‘go up’ rather than utilise scarce land.

Michael also carried out the duties of ship visitor during his 25 
years of service, and this role has been taken over by new volunteer 
Berndt Olesen who is masterminding the project.

Sea Sunday at St. Hilda’s Church in Upper Hutt

Flickr CC: Phillip Capper The Mission would like to thank Regional Director Peter Snow and his 
team for their contributions to this section. The Mission to Seafarers 
Oceania operates at Honiara (Solomon Islands), Port Vila (Vanuatu) 
Suva (Fiji) and at Marsden Point, Auckland, Tauranga, Gisborne, 
Napier, Wellington, Nelson and Lyttelton in New Zealand.

Preparing the centre

The Seaview Oil Terminal
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A Mission to Seafarers
by Horatio Clare

Author and journalist, Horatio Clare, visits The Mission to 
Seafarers’ archives for the first in a three part series – and 
explores the very different seafaring world of the 19th Century

Part one
  
You come to Hull across the flatlands of the north east, the road 
dropping to sea level in a series of pleasing descents. It is not a high-
rise city, nor densely populated. The human scale, and the absence 
of thick crowds (except when the football team is at home) give Hull 
the feeling of an older time. On a Thursday night the streets are 
very quiet. In Diva’s, one of the few late bars, men with little hair are 
dancing to ska. Buster Bloodvessel’s ‘Lip Up Fatty’ is so popular the 
DJ plays it twice. They are tough characters, their flat, broad accents 
conveying strength and endurance. 

“Why the f*** ‘av you coom to Ool for ‘night out?” I am asked, 
severally, in a friendly way. 

 I explain that I am writing about seafarers. 

Barbara and Claire, smoking on the pavement outside Diva’s, say 
there is no maritime work here, any more, except on the ferries. They 
hold few good opinions about Hull, though their dismissals are laced 
with affection. 

Under orange street lights black-headed gulls swoop and flap like 
white bats, seeking chips. The cigarettes Barbara is smoking are 
marked ‘Fest’ in Cyrilic: they came ashore from a ship, anyway. Hull 
still feels like the sailors’ city it once was. And here, in the Hull History 
Centre, in 98 metres of as-yet uncatalogued boxes, and a further six 
metres, the contents of which have been evaluated and described, 
is the story of one of the most remarkable of Britain’s many 
engagements with the sea. 

Hull is home to the archive of the Mission to Seafarers.

“On April the 19th 1821 a few friends of seamen met for deliberations 
in the school rooms in Salthouse Lane in response to a public 
advertisement. 

“So small was the attendance that some of the more timid suggested 
postponement for the times were indeed hard; commerce was 
depressed, very little trade was to be seen in Hull’s two docks, 
taxation was heavy, corn at famine price, and there were bread and 
labour riots through the country. 

“But there were others in the 
meeting who had stronger 
faith and their council 
prevailed to launch the new 
society even amidst such 
discouragements. The fifth 
resolution passed on this 
memorable occasion was to 
purchase a ship and fit it up 
for spiritual work among 
the sailors of the port.”

So writes Thomas 
Stratten, in the back 
of a diary that once 
belonged to John 
Hall Oliver. Oliver was 
one of three orphaned brothers from 
Sunderland who were raised by a benefactor. All three became 
master mariners. Oliver was born in 1819, so would have been two 
years old on the day of the meeting in Salthouse Lane, Hull, when ‘a 
few friends’ resolved to fit out a ship for The Missions to Seafarers. 
Among the scheme’s subscribers was the great William Wilberforce. 
The ship chosen was “a bluff old craft with no figurehead but a 
splendidly-carved stern on which remained the name Valiant”. 

Twenty-seven years later, in 1846, John Hall Oliver began work 
aboard her, in Hull docks. Valiant was now known as ‘the floating 
chapel’. Oliver records his plans and deeds, in exquisite copperplate, 
in his journal.

“Monday March 23rd 1846
This day I commence the important work of trying to rescue Seamen 
from the grasp and power of Satan to bring them to the lamb of God 
who taketh away the sins of the world. Visited the docks, boarded 
several ships, gave handbills and a word of seasonable advice to the 
crews.

“Sunday March 29th 
The severity of the weather prevents our services in the Old Harbour. 
Visited all the strange ships except, Foreign, gave thanks and a word 
to the crews, invited them to a place of worship...”
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Presumably men have blessed sea-going crews since man first took 
to the big waters. The paddlers of sewn-plank Bronze Age boats 
must have been seen off with some ritual when they set sail, which 
renders a search for the origin of ministering to sailors impossible. 
The Mission to Seafarers, a society of the Anglican church, dates 
its official founding to 1835, when a clergyman on holiday near the 
Bristol Channel, John Ashley, realised that no one was attending to 
the spiritual needs of men afloat in those parts and took it upon 
himself, establishing the Bristol Mission in 1837, over 15 years after 
the meeting in Hull. 

By 1858 there were Mission to Seamen stations across England 
and sea priests at work in Nova Scotia, Madras and Singapore. (The 
name was changed to ‘Seafarers’ in 2000.) There are now full time 
chaplains and/or missions in over a hundred ports around the world, 
with 200 more ports served by honorary chaplains. It is a striking 
achievement. Professional seafarers will tell you, as one captain told 
me, that few people on land understand them better. 

“No one knows and no one cares about us,” said Captain Petrus 
Koop, Master of the Maersk Pembroke, as he took her out into a 
North Atlantic February of storms and ice, “Except The Mission to 
Seafarers.”

In Hull’s heydays the bounties of the frigid regions were brought 
home to the port by the whaling fleet.

“The master of a whaler once brought the minister a polar bear skin. 
When the skin was made into a hearth rug it formed the subject 
of many a story and the hole where the fatal bullet [struck] was 
pointed out,” records Thomas Stratten, one of my few precursor 
researchers in the Hull archive. Stratten, whose dates and doings 
remain mysterious to me, evidently inherited the affection in which 
the floating chapel was held by the people of the port. Writing of the 
Valiant he says: 

“Her friends were around her during the winter months for side by 
side along the whole length of the dock lay the heirs of the famous 
old whalers with their ice-chafed double sides and their fortified 
sterns; but although dismantled of their yards and crow’s nests an 
odour of blubber so enjoyed by our sailors never forsook their stately 
hulls and pervaded the atmosphere in which the Valiant and its 
congregations flourished for so many years.”

The second part of A Mission to Seafarers will be published in the 
next issue of FAN.

“Here, in the Hull History Centre...
is the story of one of the most 
remarkable of Britain’s many 
engagements with the sea”

Many thanks to Simon Wilson, Archivist,  
Hull History Centre for providing images



14 Flying Angel News     The Magazine of The Mission to Seafarers     October 2015     Issue 15

to buy a sim card for his phone. What I had thought would be an 
uneventful five minutes was turning into a lengthy introduction to the 
plight of the crews of a whole fleet.

There was no time to waste. But I still couldn’t get to the quay, 
because coming down the gang plank was yet another player in this 
unfolding drama. He greeted me: “Good morning sir. I am from the 
agency responsible for these ships.” “Good” I said, “That will save me 
the trouble of coming to find you!”

“There is no problem. These crews are not telling you the full story” 
he pleaded. This is what agents and owners usually say, of course, 
and it is often just a ploy to put the interfering outsider off the scent. 
But two factors gave me pause. There was something in his eyes and 
his body language, which indicated that I ought to listen to him, and 
secondly, he was actually here on the ship engaging with the crews. 
Usually, they sit in the comfort of their air-conditioned offices out of 
range of the angry crew.

He took me to his office and we sat down with his manager. Clearly 
he wanted to demonstrate that they were not fly-by-night cowboys, 
but an honest company doing a difficult job. Not surprisingly, the 
reason they were not paying the crew was because they themselves 
had not been paid by their client, the charterer of the vessels. “Who 
is the charterer?” I asked. He gave me the name of the biggest 
local oil production company in the region. “Money is no object for 
them” I protested. “Yes” he replied, “but since the price of oil halved 
these production companies are not bearing the economic pain by 
themselves. They are passing it down the line by squeezing the little 
boys like us so that their own figures don’t look so bad. We complain, 
but what can we do?”

“When do you think you are going to get paid?” I asked. “By early 
next week, Inshallah (God willing) – at least, that’s what they say.”

For consumers with cars to run and homes to heat, a big fall in the 
price of oil is good news. For the seafarers, on whom the whole 
globalised system of energy supply and demand depends, the 
consequences can be less benign.

W hen it comes to first impressions ships are like people. A 
clean, well ordered, freshly painted ship doesn’t often have a 

troubled crew. 

The offshore supply and support ships I was approaching – four of 
them, tied up abreast of each other – were, as far as I could see, 
smart enough to feature on their owners’ websites and annual 
reports if anyone had so wished. If there was one that looked slightly 
out of place in the beauty parade it was the one furthest out from 
the quay. I set off across the first three in order to get to it.

“Let me guess who you guys are supporting in the big Las Vegas 
fight…..” I asked the Filipino crew of the first vessel. Much grinning 
and cheering ensued. The Indonesians on the second and third 
vessels were also in good humour, but a little unsure of who I was 
and what I wanted. The Indian crew on my target vessel, the fourth 
and last one, were young and chatty. To my relief, and despite 
the rather tired appearance of the ship, all was well on the salary, 
contract and employee/employer front.

“Nothing to detain me here” I thought to myself as I started to 
clamber back towards the quayside, across the three other ships. 
But in the few minutes I had spent with the Indians the word had got 
back to the other crews as to who and what I was. “Sir, can we speak 
to you?” said the Indonesian captain.

We sat down in the shadow of the ship’s superstructure, and I got out 
my pen and notebook. There had been no salary for two months and 
some hadn’t had any for nine months. Some contracts had finished 
but they couldn’t sign off because there was no relieving crew. Armed 
with the names and numbers of the agent and owner I resumed 
my journey back to the quay only to encounter, on his way to the 
outermost ship, the Port State Control Officer doing an inspection. 
We had a very timely and useful conversation, especially as it was the 
first time I’d ever seen him!

Only one more ship to clamber across and I would be back on terra 
firma and on my way to the agent’s office. But my path to the little 
gang plank was blocked by one of the biggest seafarers I had ever 
met. The Ukrainian looked like he could swat away both Mayweather 
and Pacquiao with a single lazy swipe of his bear-like forearm. “Sir! 
I need to speak to you.”  It turned out that he was the captain of 
another vessel from the same small fleet as the one crewed by the 
Indonesians, and they had the same problems. Recently, while in 
a small Iranian port, he’d had to sell his watch to get some money 

The maritime version of the 
‘squeezed middle’

“Every encounter with 
a seafarer provides an 
opportunity to change a life”

Revd Dr Paul Burt, The Mission’s Gulf and South Asia Regional Director, 
finds you can’t always judge a ship by its appearence – or its hulking crew

Feature
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Anne Zuliani, Chairperson of The Mission to Seafarers in the Port of 
Thunder Bay, Canada, tells us about the need for a seafarer’s centre on 
the largest freshwater lake in the world

I write this article from Thunder Bay, a Canadian city of 110,000 
people, located on the north shore of Lake Superior, arguably the 

largest freshwater lake in the world. Thunder Bay is also known as the 
Lakehead due to its location at the head of the lakes, or the furthest 
western point of the Great Lakes and The St. Lawrence Seaway. If you 
check a map of North America you will note a large lake and river 
system connecting the center of the country to the east coast and 
Atlantic Ocean.

Why does this matter to an organisation like The Mission to 
Seafarers? The river system that connects the lakes to the ocean has 
been made navigable by a system of locks, all the way from Sault Ste. 
Marie in the west to Montreal in the east. What this means (and has 
meant since the St. Lawrence Seaway’s opening in 1959) is that ocean 
going ships transport cargo as far west as Thunder Bay and collect 
cargo transported across the Canadian prairies via rail for the return 
trip. Since 1885, with the opening of the Canadian Pacific Railway, the 
Port of Thunder Bay has been a major hub for the grain industry and, 
due to excellent harvests over the past two years, continues to see 
grain transiting through the Port. Potash from Saskatchewan is also 
a major cargo for the Port, as are windmill parts and large machinery 
headed for Fort MacMurray in Alberta and other sites. Notably, the 
water in Lake Superior gets “very hard” from January through to 
March, with ice preventing the use of the Seaway to all shipping. 
(And yes, in case you were wondering, seafarers find our climate 
pretty cold!)

The result of our busy port is the ongoing need to support seafarers 
from ocean-going ships, hence The Mission to Seafarers: Port of 
Thunder Bay. Opened in 1962, the Mission has served seafarers for 
over 50 years, with 127 ocean-going ships visiting the Port of Thunder 
Bay in 2014. The Port itself is spread out along the shoreline, and 
driving from a terminal at one end of the Port to a terminal at the 
opposite end can take upwards of an hour. What that means for 
seafarers is very costly taxi rides – as much as $70 Canadian each way, 
which is not practical.

In 2014 alone the Mission in Thunder Bay transported 1,202 
seafarers, with 791 visiting our small centre to make use of our Wi-Fi 
and other amenities. Fortunately our Seafarers’ Centre is located 
fairly centrally in the port.

The Mission has a small but dedicated group of volunteers who have 
been transporting seafarers with our old 1981 passenger van. This 
van finally ceased to work one year ago, and as you can imagine it is 
difficult, if not impossible, for a Mission to function without one. 

The seafarer’s centre 
– on the edge of a lake

It was a trying year, but we persevered and with the encouragement 
of the Revd Canon Ken Peters we applied to the International 
Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) Seafarers’ Trust for the funding 
of a new van. This took time, partly because, as you can imagine, 
requesting a van to transport seafarers from ocean-going ships in the 
center of Canada is somewhat counterintuitive. This made for some 
interesting conversations, but in the end the ITF came through for us 
with a generous grant, which has allowed us to purchase a van and 
continue our good work for the seafarers. 

We held an appropriate ceremony – a blessing of the van – based 
loosely on the old Gaelic blessing of a ship. The Rt. Revd Stephen 
Andrew, Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Algoma, and Archdeacon 
Deborah Kraft were in attendance, as were representatives from 
the Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches, along with close to 
80 participants. It was a lovely ceremony of blessing followed by 
fellowship over lemonade and cookies outside the centre.

The chaplain of our Mission, Canon Ed Swayze, as well as our board 
of directors, have all worked hard to finalise this project, but at 
the blessing of the van we realised that it had taken so many more 
people to see us through to the successful end of this project. First 
of all, our heartfelt thanks to the ITF Seafarers’ Trust who have made 
this van a reality. Also, a big thank you to Trevor O’Farrell from the 
Mission to Seafarers International Headquarters in the UK, who 
helped us immensely with the application process. And finally, thanks 
to everyone who donated or supported us in any way – we are truly 
blessed by your thoughtfulness and concern for seafarers. 

So now The Mission to Seafarers: Port of Thunder Bay can move 
forward and continue caring for seafarers. We are proud to be a part 
of this amazing international organisation.

“We are proud to be a part of this 
amazing international organisation.”

Rt. Revd Dr Stephen Andrew and chaplain, 
Canon Ed Swayze with the new van
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Sea Sunday 2015

The parish church of Winford in North Somerset put on a display illustrating the Mission’s 
work. The display included a competition relating to sea transport across the world. It 
demonstrated how dependent we are on those whose lives are spent at sea.

Sea Sunday was a huge success this year, thanks to our global 
network of dedicated supporters. Here we share some of our 
readers photographs from around the world.

The Richards Bay Seafarers Mission in South Africa held an 
ecumenical service for over 100 people
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Sea Sunday

Join us on SEA SUNDAY to 
celebrate those men and women 
who risk their lives at sea to bring 
us 90% of what we use every day.

Working at sea is dangerous and can be very lonely. 
Crews can be away from home for up to a year at a 
time. The Mission to Seafarers works all over the world, 
caring for seafarers through our network of chaplains 
and volunteers. Our centres are a home away from home 
where seafarers can relax and contact their loved ones, 
while our ship visitors provide onboard practical and 
emotional support to crews. No matter what problem, 
crisis or emergency a seafarer is facing, seafarers know 
they can turn to the Mission for help, advice and support.

www.missiontoseafarers.org @FlyingAngelNews themissiontoseafarers Registered charity no: 1123613www.justgiving.com/themissiontoseafarers

Visit www.seasunday.orgVisit www.seasunday.org

Mission Chairman, Robert Woods CBE, gave a 
sermon at St Frideswide Church, Frilsham

MtS port chaplain Geoff Moore at 
St James’ Church, Arnside, Cumbria

Sea Sunday service at St Hilda’s Church Upper Hutt, New Zealand 
where everyone wore a beanie (woolly hat).

Entering the sea transport competition 
in Winford, North Somerset

Sea Sunday was supported by a variety of materials this year, including the pew leaflet and poster below. A film 
about port chaplain John Attenborough and his work with the MV Hoegh Osaka, which provided a case study for 
this year’s Sea Sunday materials, was also available. The film can be watched on the Mission’s website.

A still from ‘Mission to the 
Rescue: the grounding of the 

Hoegh Osaka’ with port 
chaplain, John Attenborough
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The beauty of Woolly Hat Day is its simplicity – wear a hat, share
on social media, make a donation and help support seafarers.

Share with others to do the same.

themissiontoseafarers themissiontoseafarers@FlyingAngelNews

Registered charity number 1123613 Our partners:

Support us by texting WOOL11 £3, £5 or £10 to 70070
to fund our vital work with the world’s seafarers.
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Peter Snow
Peter has been involved with the 
Mission to Seafarers for over 20 
years and is currently the Mission’s 
Regional Director for Oceania.

Interview with

17

How long have you been involved with The Mission to 
Seafarers and in what capacity?

I have been involved on and off with The Mission to Seafarers 
since 1991, but after a gap due to work commitments I became 
fully involved in Wellington in 2002, becoming Chairman of the 
Wellington organisation and its two charitable trusts in 2004. 
In 2013, I became Regional Chairman of the Oceania region 
and after the IHQ decentralisation in early 2014, I became 
Regional Director for Oceania. 

What are your responsibilities as the Regional Director 
for Oceania?

To guide the work and development of the various Mission 
to Seafarers organisations within the region. Each one is a 
separate trust or incorporated society in the region with its 
own legal structure. I also provide guidance on issues that arise 
within any of the organisations as well as acting as the conduit 
between IHQ and the individual organisations. 

Does Oceania pose any unique challenges for the Mission?

Most of the organisations within the region work in 
joint ventures with other kindred organisations, such as 
Apostleship of the Sea, International Sailors’ Society and 
the Galilean Mission. The Mission to Seafarers has to 
balance its own aspirations with those of the joint venture 
partners. The individual ports are too small to sustain 
competing organisations and welfare centres. Distance and 
communications can be challenging as the region covers 
Polynesia and Melanesia as well as New Zealand. Furthermore, 
most of our people are pure volunteers, including me. 

What do you think makes The Mission to Seafarers as 
relevant today is it was 160 years ago?

Seafarers still look for a welcoming smile from our chaplains 
visiting them on board, and also when they come ashore 
and visit our centres. They cherish the provision of our 
welfare facilities and often seek private counselling from our 
volunteers. 

What aspect of your work for the Mission gives you the  
most satisfaction?

Engaging with local communities in the development of new 
welfare centres. We have just opened a new centre at Lyttelton, 
we are developing a new centre at Gisborne to open before 
this edition of FAN has been published, and the development 
of a new drop-in centre at Seaview Oil Terminal, Wellington. 
Last year, we also opened a new centre at Port Vila, Vanuatu. 
Promotion of The Mission to Seafarers among local parishes is 
exhilarating, particularly when parishes respond with woolly 
hats (beanies in local parlance) for seafarers.

www.missiontoseafarers.org/whd

The beauty of Woolly Hat Day is its simplicity – wear a hat, share
on social media, make a donation and help support seafarers.

Share with others to do the same.

themissiontoseafarers themissiontoseafarers@FlyingAngelNews

Registered charity number 1123613 Our partners:

Support us by texting WOOL11 £3, £5 or £10 to 70070
to fund our vital work with the world’s seafarers.
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London 
Flying Angel 
Committee’s

Price:
£35 – includes a welcome glass of wine

Venue:
HQS Wellington Temple Stairs
Victoria Embankment
London WC2R 2PN

Please apply for tickets from: 
Heather Jones 
29 Springfield Gardens
Bickley, Kent BR1 2LY
Tel: 020 846 8467 or email  
Maureen on Hockliffe@btopenworld.com

AUTUMN CURRY LUNCH
Thursday 12 November 2015

Image: Flickr/Hugh Llewelyn

LFAC Lunch on the HQS Wellington

12 Nov



How you can support us

Make a donation 
If you would like to make a donation, please fill out the form below, 
and complete your contact details at the bottom of the page. 

Please accept my gift of:         £5           £15          £35        

or  £.......................... (your chosen amount) 

        My cheque is enclosed (payable to The Mission to Seafarers)
 
 
        Please debit my credit/debit card:  
        Visa/MasterCard/Maestro (delete as applicable) 

Card number: 

Start date: ...... / ...... Expiry date: ...... / ...... 

Issue no. for Maestro: ......

Name on card: ................................................

Signature: .......................................................

 Yes I am a UK tax payer and would like The Mission to Seafarers to treat 
my past donations (in the last 4 years) and any donations that I make 
now or in the future as Gift Aid donations. 

I have paid, or will pay in the year of donation, enough UK Income Tax and/or 
Capital Gains Tax to cover the amount that all charities and Community  
Amateur Sports Clubs I donate to will reclaim for that tax year (6 April to 5 
April). I understand that Council Tax and VAT do not count and that The  
Mission to Seafarers will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 given.
 

Date: ...... /...... /...... Signed: ..............................................

There are many ways in which you can support our work with 
seafarers around the world. 

Please detach this form and send it to:
Flying Angel News
The Mission To Seafarers
St Michael Paternoster Royal
College Hill, London EC4R 2RL

Find out more about getting involved
Please tick the box below and fill out the contact details panel at 
the bottom of the page to find out more about: 

 Fundraising

 Remembering the Mission in your Will

 Volunteering

 Involving your company

 Giving in memory of a friend or loved one

Contact details
Name: ………………………………………………………………………

Address: …………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………….. Postcode: ………………………….

Email: ……………………………………………………………………… 

Telephone: ………………………………………………………………..

Make your gift worth 25% more 

FC2015 

Mission events

Worldwide 
 

The woolly hat is an essential item for any seafarers and on Woolly Hat 
Day we ask our supporters to put on woolly hats to show their support 
for seafarers around the world, and to fundraise for our vital work.

Woolly Hat Day, 9 October 2015

www.missiontoseafarers.org/whd

The beauty of Woolly Hat Day is its simplicity – wear a hat, share
on social media, make a donation and help support seafarers.

Share with others to do the same.

themissiontoseafarers themissiontoseafarers@FlyingAngelNews

Registered charity number 1123613 Our partners:

Support us by texting WOOL11 £3, £5 or £10 to 70070
to fund our vital work with the world’s seafarers.

Festival of 

Nine Lessons and Carols
 

9 December 2015
London, UK

‘Nightrider’ charity bike ride, 4/5 June 2016

London, UK
Nightrider is a 100km (60km option in London) fully supported night 
time bike ride. Join thousands of cyclists to follow the arrows and 
experience a city like never before. Registration opens in October 2015.


