
 

 

Leaving a Legacy 

 

Seafarers face many dangers as they transport 90 % of the imported 
goods and items which we will use in our daily lives. The threat of 
piracy, the unpredictability of the weather and the ocean as well as 
the risk of working at sea are some reasons why ships and crew may 
not reach their port of destination safely. Mission to Seafarers is an 
organisation which cares for all who earn a living at sea, regardless of 
their gender, nationality, religion or rank. It has representative offices 
in ports throughout the world.  

We achieve our caring work in the following way: 

Ship-Visiting 

Day to day, the work of the Mission chaplains and ship visitors around 
the world focuses on going aboard ships in port. These men and 
women provide crews with news from home and sometimes a means 
to contact family for those who cannot leave the vessel. These visits 
also provide seafarers the opportunity to talk to somebody about any 
spiritual or social justice issues they may be struggling with. 

 

Spiritual Support  

Our chaplains are routinely asked to supply Bibles to seafarers, to hold 
services of remembrance or thanksgiving, to celebrate church 
Eucharist services and to say prayers. We are part of a global network 
of faith-based welfare service providers working together and can 
contact an appropriate minister in a port as and when required. Centre 
staff and chaplains also have access to other faith based leaders to help 
those of other faiths you may require spiritual help. 

 

Emergency Response 
 
In times of disaster the Mission is on hand to provide help and support 
to survivors and families desperately waiting for news. We arrange 
and carry out post-traumatic stress counselling services in a 
confidential setting. We also provide emergency supplies of clothing, 
toiletries and phone cards. 
 



 

Seafarer’s Centres 
 
A safe haven in a foreign port is essential for rest, recovery and time 
off. We provide transport services (minibuses and cars) to ensure 
seafarers can get to centres and contact those they love as well as 
enjoy refreshments and recreational facilities. Our centres have 
essential communications services including internet, WiFi and 
telephones and offer seafarers a home from home. 
 
 
Family Liaison  
 
When things go wrong, part of our role is to contact home. If seafarers 
are badly injured or in hospital, we may be asked to call a wife or 
husband and explain what has happened, which can be very difficult. 
We may be tasked with calling home on behalf of those who are sick 
or dying or to arrange for families to be reunited with loved ones. 
 
Funding 
 
Mission to seafarers is entirely dependent on community support and 
voluntary donations. We look to both individuals and business entities 
as our only source of funds. No income is received from State Grants. 
Your support is vital to us which can be made by either way of: 
 
A monetary donation, and/or  
By the execution of a codicil to your will in which a bequest is 
made to the Mission. (A draft codicil is attached for your kind 
consideration)   
 
 
If you have any enquiries please contact Rev Cedric 
Rautenbach, Development Officer (083 608 3114). 
 
 

Codicil 
 
To my last will and testament dated …………………… 
 
I the undersigned ………………………………………. 
 
do hereby give/ bequeath the sum of Rands ……………. 
 
to the Mission to Seafarers, Suite 1, First Floor, Cube 
House ,32 Old Main Road Hillcrest, 3610. (031 761 3400) 
 
Dated at ……………………………this ……….. day 
 
of ……………… 20…… 
 
 
Testator ………………………………. 
 
 
 
Witness (1)………………………………… 
 
 
 
Witness (2)…………………………………. 


