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Who are we?

Section One Background - The Mission to Seafarers

What do we do?
Ship-visiti ng: Our chaplains visit hundreds of 
ships each day in ports around the world. They 
off er help, support and advice to thousands of 
seafarers every day in a spirt of true Christi an 
unity and friendship. 

Flying Angel Centres: We have centres in 121 
ports around the world off ering refreshments, 
recreati onal acti viti es, internet, phone faciliti es, 
and the chance to spend ti me away from the 
ship. Harsh working conditi ons, tensions between 
crew members and isolati on from friends and 
family can take their toll on seafarers, leading to 
depression, anxiety and loneliness. Our chaplains 
and volunteers are on hand to listen and to off er 
sympathy and advice.  

Justi ce and Welfare Services: When a seafarer 
has not been paid, is working in substandard 
conditi ons, being bullied or has been a victi m of 
wrongful arrest, we can intervene and put them in 
touch with professional support and legal advice.

We are an internati onal Christi an organisati on which 
provides help and support to 1.5 million seafarers 
across the world. We work in over 200 ports in 50 
countries caring for seafarers of all ranks, nati onaliti es 

and beliefs. Through our Global Family of chaplains, 
staff  and volunteers we off er practi cal, emoti onal and 
spiritual support to seafarers through ship visits, drop-
in centres and a range of support services. 

These sermon notes are designed to inform your 
congregation about the work of The Mission to Seafarers 
while linking what we do to the work of Christ and His 
disciples. The following notes are in three sections. 
Section one gives a brief background to The Mission to 
Seafarers, section two gives notes on suggested readings 
for Sea Sunday and section three contains some important 
information on how we can better communicate with you. 

Communicati on: Our centres provide Wi-Fi for 
email and Skype calls. We print and publish 
six editi ons of our internati onal newspaper for 
seafarers, The Sea, each year. This newspaper 
features arti cles translated into Spanish, Russian, 
Chinese and other languages.

Transport: Many ports are located in industrial 
areas miles away from towns, shops and ameniti es. 
We provide transport so that seafarers can make 
the most of their brief ti me ashore.

Care and Support: In cases of pirate att ack, shipwreck, 
abandonment, serious injury or bereavement, the 
Mission is on hand to off er whatever assistance a 
seafarer needs. This help may range from food to 
phone calls home. Our chaplains provide Christi an 
worship services, spiritual support and opportuniti es 
for prayer and quiet refl ecti on. They are trained to 
recognise and respond to signs of post-traumati c stress 
disorder. In the aft ermath of pirate att ack, shipwreck or 
industrial disaster they off er a caring response.



•  Our theme for Sea Sunday this year is abandonment. 
It is an opportunity for us to remember the human 
cost of shipping and what sometimes happens when 
shipping companies close down or when ship owners 
run into financial difficulties.

•  The majority of shipping companies and ship  
owners are honest and responsible employers. 
They make arrangements so that, if their business 
fails, then the seafarers on board the ship can be 
transported home. 

•  Unfortunately, things sometimes go wrong, and the 
shipping company may not be able to afford to pay 
for seafarers to return to their homes or pay them 
what they are owed. When shipping companies run 
into trouble in this way, seafarers may be left to fend 
for themselves. They might not be paid and they 
might not have enough money to return home. In 
these situations, they find themselves abandoned 
and alone in foreign ports far away from their homes.

•  When seafarers are abandoned they may also find 
themselves without basic things such as food and 
water. They are without the means to get home 
to their families and in many cases unable to 
communicate with their families. This is what happens 
when seafarers are abandoned by unscrupulous 
employers and left to fend for themselves.

•  In our reading today, Jesus faces a kind of 
abandonment. He is rejected by people from his 
home town of Nazareth. Anyone would think that 
Jesus would be celebrated there especially after the 
way in which his ministry had developed with all the 
miracles and followers. Returning home should have 
been a joyful occasion but it wasn’t. 

•  Jesus taught in the synagogue in Nazareth. The 
people there knew him and they recognised that he 
had great wisdom and that he was doing miraculous 
acts. They witnessed these events with their own 
eyes but instead of being joyful and rejoicing, they 
criticised and rejected Jesus. 

•  Jesus was met by resentment and rejection. This 
rejection is a kind of abandonment because Jesus 
simply wasn’t accepted by people who knew him and 
his family. The very people who should have supported 
him and loved him actually abandoned him instead.

Section Two Outlines for Sermons and Talks

•  The bible tells us that despite this, Jesus continued 
to minister. He travelled to other villages teaching 
and he begins to send his disciples out two by  
two. He sends them to preach and pray for people, 
to cast out demons and cure people who are  
sick. The disciples have been sent by Jesus to  
bring life to others and to rescue them in their  
own abandonment.

•  By doing this Jesus shows us the answer to 
abandonment. The answer to rejection and 
abandonment is companionship, relationship and 
love. In this way the loneliness and estrangement 
that comes from being abandoned is overcome.

•  Jesus still does this today and responds to 
abandonment by sending Christians out to seek 
people in need. This is ministry in action and this 
is what we do through the work of The Mission to 
Seafarers. Jesus calls us to respond to people who 
have been abandoned. He sends us out to work 
in partnership with other people to respond to 
abandoned seafarers. Our response is Good  
News for seafarers.

•  The pew leaflet tells the story about ships that 
had been abandoned. ‘The ship had been without 
supplies for more than two weeks. The agent had 
not been paid by the owner and the owner was in 
financial trouble. So, the men on board had nothing 
to keep them alive apart from licking up the water 
from the air-conditioner and the few fish they  
could catch.’

•  Our chaplain in The Middle East, Dr. Paul Burt, was 
able to respond to this abandonment and provide 
much needed help including emergency supplies. 
More that just react, Paul was proactive and 
contacted the relevant authorities, ship owners and 
agents in a bid to get the men repatriated. This is a 
long and arduous task and can often take months to 
resolve. With perseverance, Paul was able to help 
the seafarers get home to their families.

•  All over the world people partner with The Mission 
to Seafarers and respond to seafarers who have 
been abandoned or who are in need. They knit hats, 
visit seafarers on their ships, pray about our work 
and give towards the work of Mission to Seafarers. 

Sermon Outline for Mark 6:1-13



•  In this way, in partnership with people from all over the 
world, we respond to abandoned and lonely seafarers by 
giving them companionship and support. We visit them 
on their ships giving them food, water and care. We also 
get involved in cases of abandonment and work with the 
relevant authoriti es so that seafarers can travel home.

•  Jesus who experienced abandonment himself, asks 
us today to respond to seafarers who have been 

abandoned. When we respond to them, the love of 
Jesus is brought to seafarers in desperate need of 
love and help.

•  Jesus calls us to help those seafarers who are 
abandoned. How can you help? What can you do 
today to bring love and life to others? How can you 
parti cipate in bringing the Good News to seafarers 
who may be lonely or abandoned?

You may wish to use some of the following points for 
your own sermon or talk on Sea Sunday.

‘But wanti ng to justi fy himself, he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbour?”

•  The parable of the Good Samaritan is one that many 
of us are familiar with and it raises an important 
questi on – who is my neighbour? 

•  At fi rst glance, it is a simple questi on. Generally, our 
neighbour is the person who lives near us, or the 
people we meet from day to day, but these days our 
neighbours also include people who are brought near 
to us in other ways. 

•  Television and social media have opened us up to 
the world. Suddenly people in other countries and 
far-off  places have become our neighbours. We now 
fi nd ourselves involved in things that are happening 
elsewhere in the world. It might be entertaining 
things like the Olympics or football championships, 
but it might also be tragic things like shooti ngs, 
bombings and natural disasters. 

•  Jesus uses this parable to teach us about love and 
compassion, both our love for God and our love for 
others. So, who is your neighbour?

•  Today is Sea Sunday. It is an important Sunday 
because it is the one day of the year set aside for 
churches to remember seafarers. The people who 
work on our oceans, sailing ships across the seas oft en 
in diffi  cult circumstances, bringing us the goods we 
need and materials for industry. 

•  Life at sea is oft en lonely, diffi  cult and dangerous 
with long anti -social hours and the risk of shipwreck, 
piracy, or other accidents. Seafarers fi nd themselves 
far away from home, oft en sailing to countries where 
they don’t speak the language. This can make them 
feel isolated and vulnerable.

•  At Mission to Seafarers we respond to this need by 
visiti ng seafarers on their ships, welcoming them 

to our centres and providing practi cal assistance. 
Through our centres, we provide a safe environment 
away from the ships so that seafarers can relax and 
rest, buy refreshments and toiletries etc. We also 
provide transport to and from the ports to the nearest 
town or shops.

•  There are sti ll so many ships that don’t have access to 
the internet. This means seafarers can fi nd it diffi  cult to 
maintain contact with their families. When they arrive 
at our centres they can use the free Wi-Fi and other 
recreati on faciliti es. We try to make our centres places of 
welcome and hospitality. We try to be good Samaritans.

•  But it is not just physical needs that we respond 
to, we also respond to spiritual needs. We provide 
spiritual support and guidance through our ordained 
and lay chaplains and through our chapels, and 
we provide bibles and other Christi an literature in 
diff erent languages. 

•  We respond to situati ons of injusti ce especially 
where seafarers are abandoned in ports or where 
they haven’t been paid. We act on their behalf by 
campaigning for justi ce within the shipping industry 
and we are able to do all of this because of the 
support from individuals all over the world, people 
such as yourselves who are answering the questi on 
‘who is my neighbour’?

•  Today on Sea Sunday, we call the whole church to 
recognise seafarers as their neighbours and, indeed, 
their Global Family and to fi nd ways of responding. 
Not everyone can go to the ports or become involved 
in ship visiti ng but everyone can fi nd something to do 
such as:

•  Pray – Prayer is a constant source of strength for us 
and the 1.5 million seafarers we aim to serve.   

•  Knit – We have an amazing network of people who 
knit warm hats and scarves for seafarers and these 
are deeply appreciated. 

Alternative reading  The Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37



Name of Benefi ce:

Address:

Name of contact:

Email:

Name:

Address:

Email:

If this donati on is not from a church, please let us know the details of the group or individual involved:

Section Three

Watch our new video at www.missiontoseafarers.org

Telephone:

Telephone:

Thank you for taking part in Sea Sunday 2018. 
We cannot conti nue to provide our vital services 
without your help and generosity. Please read the 
following instructi ons for returning the money 
you have raised for us.

Once you have counted all the money raised for Sea 
Sunday, it is best to lodge it into your parish account 
and then write a cheque for the total amount. The 
cheque should be made payable to The Mission to 
Seafarers. Please keep all of the Gift  Aid envelopes 
that people have fi lled in and put these, along with the 
cheque into the return envelope provided. 

It is very important that people write their donati on 
amount in the space provided on the Gift  Aid envelope. 
If you are donati ng using the BACS system, please 
include your reference number (at the top of the lett er 
sent with this pack) on the bank transfer and let us 
know you have donated this way by ti cking this box     

Please return this sheet to us in the return envelope 
provided. Please do not send cash through the post. 
There is no guarantee that it will reach us.

Please let us know to which Benefi ce your church belongs. 
This informati on will help us to communicate more 
eff ecti vely with you and the other churches in your area.

•  Be Informed – People can also sign up on our website 
so that they can receive our regular news bulleti ns 
about the work that we are doing and see how their 
help is changing lives.  

•  Donate – And of course you can give. Every penny 
helps – it enables us to pay our chaplains and staff , 
it enables us to provide bibles in diff erent languages 
and to keep our centres running especially in some 
of the really diffi  cult places in the world. Your giving 

also helps us run family projects so that we can 
provide practi cal assistance to seafarer families. 
We have fl ourishing family projects in Ukraine and 
in the Philippines.

•  The Mission to Seafarers is only able to exist and serve 
our seafaring neighbours because of the generosity 
and support from our donors. The people who have 
decided to recognise the seafarer as their neighbour. 



www.missiontoseafarers.org | @FlyingAngelNews |   themissiontoseafarers | www.justgiving.com/themissiontoseafarers

Registered charity no: 1123613 (England and Wales) and SCO41938 (Scotland)

Hymn Suggestions
CH4 Church Hymnary: Fourth Edition (Canterbury Press; numbers also apply to Hymns of Glory, Songs of Praise)
C&P Come and Praise (BBC)
CP Common Praise (Canterbury Press)
HON Hymns Old & New, New Anglican Edition (Mayhew)
LP Lambeth Praise (Canterbury Press)
MP Complete Mission Praise (2009 edition; numbers are consistent with all previous versions)
NEH  New English Hymnal (Canterbury Press; numbers above 600 in italics from the supplement,  

New English Praise)
SOF Songs of Fellowship (Kingsway), volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4
STF Singing the Faith (Canterbury Press), new hymn

Contemporary

Traditional

Children’s


